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roughest trip the Labrador had ever made up to that
time, and it took us a fortnight before we reached
Halifax. During the first week at sea I was very ill,
but after that I became fascinated with my new sur-
roundings and the great mountainous seas. After
landing I took the train across Canada and this was
also a thrilling experience for me. It took nearly a
week before I finally arrived at Victoria on Vancouver
Island. At that time both Winnipeg and Vancouver
were hardly more than villages.

I spent a year in British Columbia, but I did very
little surveying. Just after my arrival there was a great
slump in silver and, in consequence, a general depres-
sion. There was little work for engineers and the out-
look was bleak. However, I filled in my time at a
variety of other jobs. I took on work at planting trees
which brought me a wage of i6s. a day, which was a
small fortune to me at my age. It was also grand work
for a youngster. Then I went in for catching fish and
selling them to the ships that used to come along.
After a time I found I could make better profits by
getting Indians to do the fishing, buying the fish from
them, and selling them myself to the ships.

With spare time on my hands I bought a half-share
in the local post office at Balfour and the ground it
stood on. One of my jobs was to frank the letters
which went out and I saw to it that my own letters
were very lightly and beautifully franked with the
rubber stamp so that they might arrive home in ideal
stamp-collector's condition.

On going through my papers recently I found a
letter written to me whilst I was in British Columbia
by an old school friend whom I still see occasionally.
I wonder, however, if many modern boys would write
in the style he adopted, which was quite usual in the
' 'nineties.' Here is an extract from this letter : ' I
hope you will not be taken up with new companions